LAUREL SCHOOL

SCIENCE FAIR

Dear Parents and Students:

The Laurel School Science Fair will be held on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. in the MPR.  Students may display projects at this fair individually, as partners, or in a group.

The purpose of the Science Fair is:

· To stimulate in our students an active interest in science.

· To provide educational experience that is positive and enriching.

· To give public recognition and encouragement to students who are interested in science.

· To give students at Laurel School an opportunity to be recognized for extended academic effort.

What is a science project?

A science project shows why and how something happened.  

A successful science project tells a three-part story:

1.  What I wanted to know.

2.  What I did to find an answer.

3.  What I found out.

The materials displayed with the project help to tell the story.

Who may enter?

Any Laurel School student in kindergarten through fifth grade may enter the Science Fair.  All work must be done by the student.  Parents may give advice and direction, but should not do the project.  It is to be student-made.

How to enter?

The application form must be turned into the school office by Monday, April 10, 2017.  Each student entering the Science Fair will receive a participation ribbon.

TEN WAYS FOR PARENTS TO HELP

1.  Read this science packet to your child.

2.  Assist your child in finding a project that is interesting and challenging but within his/her ability to carry out in the time available.

3.  Discuss the plan for the project with your child.  Help him/her to understand the procedure he/she needs to follow.

4.  Assist him/her in collecting supplies and materials needed.

6.  Point out the importance of accurate observations and careful record-keeping.

7.  Supervise the use of tools, chemicals, or other hazardous materials.

8.  Give lots of encouragement along the way.

9.  Discuss ways to display the project.

10.  Encourage your child to make clear lettering for the display.

SOME DON’TS FOR PARENTS

1.  Don’t select the project for the student.

2.  Don’t do the project for him/her.

3.  Don’t let him/her wait until the last minute to start planning.

4.  Don’t do any of the lettering or other parts of the work for him/her.

5.  Don’t let the student think that a project is a failure if it doesn’t turn out as expected.  There is learning when one finds out what doesn’t work as well as what does work.

HINTS FOR STUDENTS

1.  BE ORIGINAL – Think of a project that is different.  Show how something happens or why it happens.  Use your own ideas.

2.  BE CAREFUL – Careful observations, accurate measurements, complete records, and sturdy construction improve your project. Check spelling.

3.  BE NEAT – neatly lettered signs are important.  Don’t overcrowd.

4.  BE READY - Start early.  Decide on a project soon.  Take plenty of time to work it out.
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Science Fair

Project Planning Sheet
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NAME: __________________________





Choose a general area of science that interests you.  

Within that area, what topic would be good for a science project?

What question will your project answer?

Where can you find further information?

Use another piece of paper.  Write any important information you find about about 

your topic.

What materials are you going to need?

Estimate how long it will take you to complete your project. 



Make a list of what you will need to do.

1.  





4.






2.  





5. 





3.  





6. 





Draw a picture of what your project will look like when it is finished and on display.

Decide on the title of your project.

Will you need the help of an adult? 

  If so, who can help you?

Tell your parents what you plan to do.  After planning, check with your teacher to be sure your project is on the right track and safe.

SCIENCE FAIR INVESTIGATION – STUDENT CHECK LIST

· 1.  Select your topic or problem.

· 2.  Write a statement of your problem or idea.

· 3.  Send in your Science Fair application by Monday, April 10, 2017
· 4. Develop the questions you want to use to guide your research.

· 5.  Prepare your time schedule.

· 6.  Conduct research in the library.

· 7.  Make an outline.

· 8.  Read and take notes.

· 9.  Develop your working hypothesis (if…Then…)

· 10.  Design your investigations, experiments and/or observations.

· 11.  Obtain necessary supplies and equipment.
· 12.  Control variables.

· 13.  Record your results (data) as you go along.  Document your work and results with sketches or photographs where these would make your procedure or results more clear.

· 14.  Organize your data (graphics, charts, pictures, tables)

· 15.  Analyze your data.

· 16.  Interpret your data.

· 17.  Formulate your conclusion by reviewing your results.

· 18.  Summarize your work.

· 19.  Refine or redesign your investigation.

· 20.  Design and build your Science Fair display (See size guidelines on application form)

· 21.  Be ready to stand by your project from 6:30 – 7:30pm on Wednesday, April 19th in order to explain it to viewers.

· 22.  HAVE FUN!

LAUREL SCHOOL

APPLICATION FOR SCIENCE FAIR

        STUDENT’S NAME



GRADE

           TEACHER
TITLE OF PROJECT OR EXHIBIT

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE




DATE
TEACHER SIGNATURE






DATE

Please tear off and return this portion by Monday, April 10, 2017   to the school office.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Science Fair – 2017
· Please complete and return the above Science Fair Application by Monday, April 10, 2017.
· The application will be used to reserve space for your Science Fair project.

· Backboards and projects are not to exceed 30 inches in width and 18 inches in depth.  Projects that use chemicals such as dry ice, vinegar, etc. should have pictures to demonstrate the reaction.  Do not bring dry ice or chemicals to the Science Fair due to safety concerns.

· All projects should be brought to the MPR by 9:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 19, 2017 to be set up for the evening presentation.  

· The Science Fair will be on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 between 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

· All projects should be picked up Wednesday, April 19, 2017 (after the science fair).  
